D1 Study Guide
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Reasons for cleaning tack:

· Sweat, dirt and dust makes the leather dry and rough
· Keep leather from drying out and cracking

· Dirty bits can become rough and rusty, and unfit to put in a horse’s mouth
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Reasons to pick out horse’s feet: 

· Check for/remove rocks, nails and packed dirt—if the pony has a nail or any other kind of puncture wound, the vet will need to be called
· Cleanliness—horses can get thrush (an infection) if their feet are left dirty or wet for long periods of time

· If pony is wearing shoes, check to make sure they are on and secure

· Check foot condition—is it getting cracked, is the toe getting too long?  If so, the farrier may need to be called
Three places in the area that have horse activities:

(Think about where you see horse activities, and come up with your own list—one can be Misty Brae Farm)

Reasons for Cooling Out:

· Pony can get chills or muscle cramps

· Pony can colic (get an upset stomach)

· Helps prevent sore muscles and other injuries

What is a veterinarian?

An equine veterinarian is a “horse doctor”.  You might call a vet if your pony gets hurt or sick, if he goes lame (limps on one leg), if he gets a rash or some other skin problem, if he has a cough, or anything else that makes you think he is sick.  The vet might also come to give your pony shots (inoculations) to help him stay healthy.
Rules for Riding in a Group:

· Keep a safe distance (at least one pony length) from any other pony

· If you arrive while others are already riding, make sure not to spook other ponies by opening the gate or entering suddenly

· Keep your pony under control and don’t let him wander or crowd up too close

· If you need to stop to fix something, go to the center of the ring

· If you need to pass, turn and ride across the ring or circle back to an open space (never pass close to another pony)

· When you are taking a lesson, be on time.  Pay attention to the instructor and listen carefully for directions, be ready for your turn and keep good spacing from other students

· If several people are riding together in a small ring, it is better if everyone can agree on and ride in a single direction

· Always be polite to others.  If someone is having trouble, slow down or stop to give them room.  Don’t interrupt a lesson, and always say thank you when someone helps you or gives you room, and thank your instructor at the end of your lesson

